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Although no funeral homes in Ohio have knowingly handled the remains of an individual infected with 
the COVID-19 virus, the potential that this will eventually happen certainly exists. So, what do funeral 
home employers need to do to keep themselves and their staff healthy? First, let’s start with how to 
keep healthy in the workplace.  
 
If you and your staff are observing Universal Precautions (treating all blood and body fluids as if they 
were known to contain HIV, hepatitis B and other bloodborne pathogens), you are in good shape. You 
should be wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) that is appropriate for the task you are 
performing. Your OFDA Safety Manual (2015 edition) contains detailed information about what PPE 
should be worn for various tasks that are performed by funeral home staff. For example, embalmers 
should be wearing: 
 

• A fluid-resistant gown that covers the arms; 

• Shoe covers; 

• Nitrile or autopsy gloves; and 

• Safety glasses (or goggles, which are more protective than safety glasses). 
 
What about wearing a mask or respirator? Absolutely. There is some debate about which to wear when, 
mostly because people do not understand the difference. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has a good description of the difference and a nice infographic at cdc.gov. 
 
At this time, the CDC does not specifically recommend the use of respirators for deathcare workers, but 
embalmers must either wear a fluid-resistant mask or a face shield (in addition to safety glasses or 
goggles) to protect their nose and mouth. As an added layer of protection, consider placing a mask on 
the decedent whenever handling them to help protect staff from air that may be expired from the 
decedent. 
 
If an employer decides that embalmers and/or other staff must wear respirators instead of masks, there 
are several Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requirements that must be met: 
respirator wearers must be medically cleared to wear a respirator, they must be fit-tested to ensure that 
the respirator fits them correctly, and they must receive annual training in the proper use of their 
respirator. In addition, the employer must develop a written Respiratory Protection Program. 
 
If an employer decides that respirators are not required for funeral home staff but want to make 
respirators available for them to use on a voluntary basis, the employer must provide employees with a 
copy of Appendix D of OSHA’s Respiratory Protection Standard. If respirators are worn on a voluntary 
basis, no medical clearance, fit-testing, respirator training, or written program is required.  
 
In addition to wearing appropriate PPE, OSHA and the CDC have several other recommendations:    
 

• Wash hands frequently. 

• During periods of increased respiratory infection activity in the community (including seasonal 
flu), consider posting a sign at the entrance of your funeral home to remind people about 
respiratory hygiene/cough etiquette: cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirator-use-faq.html
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134AppD


or sneezing; use in the nearest waste receptacle to dispose of the tissue after use; wash your 
hands. 

• Offer masks to people who are coughing. 

• Provide conveniently located dispensers of alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

• Be diligent about cleaning all potentially contaminated surfaces. Focus on frequently-touched 
surfaces like door handles. Standard cleaning products are sufficient. 

 
How about keeping healthy at home? National Public Radio just published an excellent article on this 
topic: A Guide: How to Prepare Your Home for Coronavirus. In short, stock up on flu-related medications 
and food so you don’t need to leave your house if there is widespread flu or COVID-19 activity in your 
community; keep surfaces in your house clean; practice good respiratory hygiene/cough etiquette; and 
wash those hands! 
 

 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/26/809650625/a-guide-how-to-prepare-your-home-for-coronavirus

