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State of Ohio 

Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors      Minutes 

 

Monday –June 18, 2012 

The Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors met in regular session in Mr. Anthony’s 

Banquet Hall at 1440 South Avenue, Boardman, Ohio.  Robert Wasko, President, called 

the meeting to order at 1:32 P.M. Other Board members present were: Linda M. Betzer, 

Robert C. Carter, Thomas T. Fleming and Pamela Williams-Briggs. Staff Members 

present were Allan Showalter, Assistant Attorney General;  James Patterson , Assistant 

Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer 

Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Lena Wright, Administrative Assistant; and Vanessa 

Niekamp, Executive Director.   






President Wasko was presented with a certificate of appreciation for his dedicated service 

on the Board from Governor John Kasich.  President Wasko was also presented with a 

certificate of appreciation from the Mayor of Campbell and the Board members also 

presented him with a token of their appreciation. 

 


 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board approved the 

minutes of the meeting held on May 21-22, 2012. Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
 

Compliance 

Mrs. Jennifer Baugess reported that there are twenty-two pending complaints and twelve 

charged complaints pending hearings, settlements, and/or Board orders. 

 

Mrs. Baugess reported that there are 2 hearings to be scheduled and 2 hearings were held.  

The Board received one report and recommendation; there are five report and 

recommendations outstanding. 


 
Compliance 1 

The Board reviewed a list of amendments to change the manager and/or the funeral 

director actually in charge of and ultimately responsible for the funeral home for the 

month of May 2012. 

 

License 

Number Facility Name 

Licensee by  

Last Name Type County 

FH001240 Mark A. Schneider FH Young, Eric MGR Crawford 




 
Note: 
On motions denoted with an asterisk (*), the names and identifying information was redacted from discussion 

and proposed notices during the course of deliberation.  Matters were referred to only by case number.  

Identifying information was added during the writing of the minutes based upon the correlating case number. 
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Compliance Motion No. 1 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to close 

fifteen investigative complaints.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, 

Aye; Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Abstain; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

 

Compliance Motion No. 2* 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to remove this 

item from table. Ayes:  5.  Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to close 

complaint #1203070.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Nay; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 

Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 


 
 

Compliance Motion No. 3 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to remove this item 

from table.  Ayes:  5.  Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to table 

complaint #1211044.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 

Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

 

Compliance Motion No. 4 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 

close complaint #1203068 with a letter of instruction.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Nay; 

Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion 

Passed. 
 

 

Compliance Motion No. 5 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 

close complaint #1205083 with a letter of instruction.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Nay; 

Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion 

Passed. 
 

 

Compliance Motion No. 6 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to issue a notice of 

Opportunity for Hearing to Pernel Jones Sr. (FD 006167) and Pernel Jones & Sons 

Funeral Home (FH 002251) for a violation of R.C. 4717.14(A)(4) for unprofessional 

conduct relating to the funeral arrangements for Doris P. Thomas, date of death January 

1, 2012.  Specifically, for the delay in verifying the insurance benefit which caused the 

burial to be postponed; and for continuing to inform the family the burial could still occur 

as scheduled. The Board ordered a forfeiture in the amount of $1,000.00. 



Board Minutes June 18-19, 2012  Page 3 of 8 

 

 

Roll Call Vote: Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Aye; 

Williams-Briggs, Aye. Motion Passed. 

 
 

 

Compliance Motion No. 7 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to table 

complaint #1203058.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 

Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

 

Compliance Issue No. 1 

The Board reviewed a letter concerning apprentices selling preneed and determined 

apprentices that began their apprenticeships after January 1, 2012 are permitted to work 

part-time selling preneed. 

 
 

Compliance Mail #1 

The Board reviewed a letter concerning a sixty (60) day extension for the change of firm 

title for the Cosic Funeral Home in Willoughby Hills, Ohio.  The Board approved the 

sixty day extension for the firm title change of Cosic Funeral Home.  Mrs. Baugess will 

inform Mr. Frank Rosenacker of the extension. 


 
 

Compliance Mail #2 

The Board reviewed a letter concerning a change of firm title for the Staley-Crowe 

Funeral Home, Inc. in Deer Park, Ohio.  The Board accepted the firm title change of 

“Staley-Strawser Funeral Home”.  Mrs. Baugess will inform Mr. Jeff Hay that all signage 

and advertisements must reflect the new firm title. 

 
 

Compliance Mail #3 

The Board reviewed a letter requesting an extension of three to six months on the 

payment installments for the reinstatement of the funeral director’s license for Steven J. 

Foltz.  The Board denied the request for an extension, referencing the original settlement 

agreement.  Mrs. Baugess will inform Mr. Steven Foltz  that his request was denied.   

 
 

 

License Issue #1 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to allow Mr. Shawn 

Brammer to attend Mortuary Science School while serving his 2 year funeral director 

only apprenticeship.  Ayes:  5. Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 


 
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On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to grant an 

embalmer and/or funeral director license to the following qualified applicants.  Ayes:  5.  

Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 

License # Name Location Issue Date 

EMB-9492 A 

FD-9545 

 

Barnett, Kevin H. 

 

Mechanicstown 

 

06/18/12 

EMB-9493 A 

FD-9546 

 

Burke, Robert B. 

 

Cincinnati 

 

06/18/12 

EMB-9494 A  

FD-9547 

 

Dreier, Katy L. 

 

Ashtabula 

 

06/18/12 

 

FD-9548 

 

Morehouse, David L. 

 

Delaware 

 

06/18/12 

 

FD-9549 

 

Napoli, David A. 

 

Euclid 

 

06/18/12 

EMB-9495 R 

FD-9550 

 

Nestor, Paul A. 

 

Buckhannon  WV 

 

06/18/12 

EMB-9496 A 

FD-9551 

 

Underhill, Sara G. 

 

DeFiance 

 

06/18/12 

EMB-9497 A 

FD-9552 

 

Varndell, Ryan W. 

 

Wellington 

 

06/18/12 

 
 

 

The Board reviewed a list of individuals, who were issued embalmer and/or funeral 

director registration numbers during the month of May 2012. 

Registration # Name City Issue Date 

EMB-0437 

FD-0666 Laughrey, Wade J. 

 

Cincinnati 05/21/12 

EMB-0438 

FD-0667 Wilson, Kathryn M. Wadsworth 05/29/12 

 
 

 

The Board reviewed a list of Apprenticeships certified during the month of May 2012. 

 

Cert # Name Funeral Home City 
Effective 

Date 

EMB-0437 

FD-0666 Laughrey, Wade J.  Schaefer-Busby-Doyle FH 

 

Cincinnati 05/30/12 

 
 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Baugess read Mrs. Linda Clark’s reports, which reported in the month of 

May 2012 there were 2 new embalmer registrations and 2 new funeral director 

registrations, 1 embalmer certified apprentice and 1 funeral director certified apprentice. 
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 
 

 

 

License Issue #1 

There were no applications for a crematory facility license for existing crematory 

facilities with a change of location or ownership. 

 

There were no applications for a crematory facility license for new crematory facilities 

pending receipt of the occupancy permit, EPA permit and a final inspection. 

 

There were no previously approved applications for crematory facilities that submitted an 

occupancy permit, EPA permit and had a final inspection. 


 
 

There were no applications for an embalming facility for existing embalming facility with 

a change of location and/or ownership. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to approve the 

following applications for embalming facility licenses to the following pending receipt of 

occupancy permit, and the final inspection.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

Firm Title Location County 

ACS Embalming Lab Columbus Franklin 

Newcomer Embalming Center Cincinnati Hamilton 

 

There were no previously approved applications for embalming facilities that submitted 

an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 


 
 

There were no applications for a funeral home license for existing funeral homes with a 

change of location or ownership. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved the following 

applications for funeral home license to the following after receipt of occupancy permit, 

and the final inspection.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; 

Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

Firm Title Location County 

Day Funeral Service Columbus Franklin 

 

There were no previously approved applications for funeral home license that submitted 

an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 

 


 
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Fiscal 

Ms. Wright reported on fiscal matters.  The Board Members reviewed the revenue journal 

that reflected that the Board collected $5,324.08 in May for a total of $86,071.35 for 

2012.  The Board reviewed a list of installment payments for reinstatement agreements 

for Brian Wikoff, Timothy Fox, Steven Foltz and Paula Trenkamp.  The Board reviewed 

a list of 23 vouchers and encumbrances for May and the Budget Overview chart of 

allotments and expenses.  The Board reviewed a list of dates for Ethics training.  Ms. 

Lena Wright is to ask the Ethics Commission for possible dates that a training session 

could be presented for the Board members during a Board meeting.  




 

Monthly inspectors’ reports were submitted by Inspectors, Eric Anderson and Lisa Bruns 

for the month of May 2012.  Reports are attached. 

 


 

The Board meeting recessed at 4:19 P.M. 

 
 

 

The Continuing Education Committee met at 4:20 P.M. to review the applications for this 

month’s meeting. 
 

 

 

Tuesday – June 19, 2012 

The Board reconvened at 9:01 A.M. in Mr. Anthony’s Banquet Hall in Boardman, Ohio. 

President Robert Wasko presided.  Present were Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. Carter, 

Thomas T. Fleming, Pamela Williams-Briggs and staff members present were: Allan 

Showalter, Assistant Attorney General; James Patterson, Assistant Attorney General;  

Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer L. Baugess, 

Administrative Assistant; Lena Wright, Administrative Assistant; and Vanessa Niekamp, 

Executive Director. 

 
 

 

Continuing Education 

Mrs. Williams-Briggs reported that the Continuing Education Committee met at 4:20 

P.M., Monday, June 18, 2012, to review this month’s applications.  Minutes from the 

May 21, 2012 Committee meeting were approved. (See attached) 

 

The following motions involve the continuing education programs considered by the 

Board during the June 2012 meeting, and are posted on the Board’s website under 

continuing education. 
 
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On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Prior Approval continuing education programs.  Ayes: 5.  Nays: 0.  

Motion approved. 
 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Blanket with date continuing education programs that were 

previously approved.  Ayes: 5.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 


 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Blanket Approval of continuing education programs.  Ayes: 5.  

Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 






On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, individual continuing education programs for William Edwards.  Ayes: 

5.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 


 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the Exemption 

for continuing education for Mrs. Mary M. Welsh.  Ayes: 5.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 

 
 

 
Executive Director 

The Buckeye State Funeral Directors & Embalmers Association will hold its 75
th

 

Annual Convention in Columbus, June 21
st
 through 23

rd
.  The Board will have an 

exhibitor booth at the Convention. In addition to board staff, Ty Marsh will attend the 

Convention as a representative of the board. 

 

Since speaking with Marc Myers, of  Blaugrund, Herbert, Kessler, Miller, Myers & 

Postalakis, on May 17
th

 and asking him to work toward the 30 day timeframe for 

providing hearing report and recommendations, we currently have no report and 

recommendations outside of the timeframe. 

 

The Board offices will be closed Wednesday, July 4
th

 in observation of Independence 

Day. 

 

Our next meeting will be July 16
th

 through 17
th

, in Columbus, Ohio.  We will begin 

this meeting with electing our new officers for the 2012/2013 year. 

 

The Inspectors have been provided with new touch screen laptops.  Our goal is to 

move toward an electronic inspection process. 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Niekamp has continued discussions with the Cosmetology Board and 

the Bureau of Motor Vehicles on a project to provide state issued identification cards 
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to licensees. 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Niekamp is working with DAS IT staff, to update the board’s website. 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Niekamp has begun the process to move to an online renewal process 

for December 2014. 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Niekamp has been working with the Office of Budget and Management 

(OBM) regarding our fee increases and need for additional appropriation in SFY13 

and beyond.  Per their direction, Mrs. Niekamp will be presenting a request for an 

increase of appropriation in August for SFY13.  OBM will include the fee increases 

and associated revenue in the Budget Bill for SFY14 and SFY15.  We will then be 

able to hire an additional inspector in July 2013.  Licensee fees will not increase until 

the December 2014 renewal period. 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Niekamp included a copy of HB481 as passed by the Ohio House 

(without the Alkaline Hydrolysis language) for review.  This information was also 

emailed to the Board members on Monday, June 11, 2012.  The Legislature will be 

out most of the summer and the bill will not be taken up again until the fall.  OFDA 

would like to meet with interested parties to discuss suggested amendments to the 

bill.  Possible meeting dates are being complied.  In addition, we are being asked by 

OFDA if we will come out in support of licensing Alkaline Hydrolysis (are we in 

favor or opposed).  
 

 
 

Mr. Robert Carter reported on the meeting he attended at The Conference regarding the 

revamping of the National Board Exam. 

 
 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board meeting adjourned at 

11:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

            Attest:        

Robert J. Wasko, President              Linda M. Betzer, Secretary-Treasurer 
















































