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State of Ohio 

Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors      Minutes 

 

Monday –May 21, 2012 

The Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors met in regular session in the Riffe Center 

at 77 South High Street in Columbus, Ohio.  Robert Wasko, President, called the meeting 

to order at 1:09 P.M. Other Board members present were: Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. 

Carter, Thomas T. Fleming, Ty Marsh and Pamela Williams-Briggs. Staff Members 

present were Allan Showalter, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; 

Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Linda Clark, 

Certification/Licensure Examiner; Lena Wright, Administrative Assistant; and Vanessa 

Niekamp, Executive Director.  Audience attendees: Phyllis Byard, Jeff Edwards and 

Gregory McIntyre. 






On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved the minutes 

of the meeting held on April 16-17, 2012. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 


 
 
Persons before the Board 

Phyllis Byard, of Funeral Consumer’s Alliance of Central Ohio spoke before the Board 

regarding the misleading use of the term “memorial society” by licensed for profit funeral 

directors. 

 
 

 

Persons before the Board 

Mr. Gregory McIntyre, former licensee, appeared before the Board to discuss 

reinstatement of his lapsed funeral director and embalmer licenses and entering into a 

settlement agreement which will permit him to make monthly installments on his 

reinstatement fees over a twenty-four month period.  On a motion by Mrs. Williams-

Briggs, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to allow Mr. McIntyre to enter into a 

settlement agreement.  Ayes:  4. Nays: 2. Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; 

Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Nay; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion approved. 

 

Upon successful passing of the Ohio Laws/Rules exam, the Board is willing to allow Mr. 

McIntyre to reinstate his licenses and enter into a settlement agreement which will permit 

him to make monthly installments on his reinstatement fees over a twenty-four month 

period. 

 


 

Persons before the Board 

Jeff Edwards of Edwards Funeral Service appeared before the Board to discuss Alkaline 

Hydrolysis being removed from SB 481.  The Board informed Mr. Edwards that they 

have no authority to allow Alkaline Hydrolysis without a statute change.  
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License Issue #2 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to allow Mr. 

Wade Laughrey to continue the process of registering as a funeral director and embalmer 

apprentice.  Mr. Laughrey’s BCI background check indicated he had a previous 

conviction.  Ayes:  6. Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 
 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to grant 

an embalmer and/or funeral director license to the following qualified applicants.  Ayes:  

6.  Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 

License # Name Location Issue Date 

 

FD-9537 

 

Anderson, James E. 

 

Gahanna 

 

05/21/12 

EMB-9488 A 

FD-9538 

 

Brundidge, Brittany L. 

 

Columbus 

 

05/21/12 

EMB-9489 R 

FD-9539 

 

Fox, Maureen E. 

 

Cleveland 

 

05/21/12 

 

FD-9540 

 

Gompf, Gregory J. 

 

Cardington 

 

05/21/12 

EMB-9490 A 

FD-9541 

 

Henderson, LaToya J. 

 

Liberty Twp 

 

05/21/12 

 

FD-9542 

 

Jardine, Crystal T. 

 

Strongsville 

 

05/21/12 

 

FD-9543  

 

Oestreicher, Lisa L. 

 

Canal Winchester 

 

05/21/12 

EMB-9491 A 

FD-9544 

 

Warren, Nathaniel B. 

 

Amelia 

 

05/21/12 

 
 

 

The Board reviewed a list of individuals, who were issued embalmer and/or funeral 

director registration numbers during the month of April 2012. 

Registration # Name City Issue Date 

FD-0664 Kahn, Lauren H. Cincinnati 04/09/12 

FD-0665 Forrest, Jr. , Ian W. Mayfield Heights 04/09/12 
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The Board reviewed a list of Apprenticeships certified during the month of April 2012. 

 

Cert # Name Funeral Home City Effective 

Date 

FD-0653 Dunlavy, Nathanael J. Newcomer Funeral Home Beavercreek 04/24/12 

FD-0665 Forrest Jr., Ian W. DiCicco & Sons FH Mayfield Hts 04/27/12 

FD-0664 Kahn, Lauren H. Weil Funeral Home Cincinnati 04/24/12 

 
 

 

Mrs. Linda Clark reported in the month of April 2012 there were no new embalmer 

registrations and 2 new funeral director registrations, no embalmer certified apprentices 

and 3 funeral director certified apprentices. 




 

Mr. Robert Carter reported that he will be going to Arkansas in June 2012, in regards to 

the National Board Exam. 


 

Mrs. Jennifer Baugess reported on the Apprenticeship A to Z seminar held on May 15, 

2012.  Mrs. Baugess reported that all went well, nothing formal only an open discussion 

tailored around apprenticeships, there were more than 25 apprentices in attendance. 

 

Compliance 

Mrs. Jennifer Baugess reported that there are thirty-five pending complaints and twelve 

charged complaints pending hearings, settlements, and Board orders. 

 

Mrs. Baugess reported that there is 1 hearing to be scheduled and 2 hearings were held.  

There are three report and recommendations outstanding. 

 

The Board began a discussion regarding the Ohio Laws and Rules exam. 


 
Compliance 1 

The Board reviewed a list of amendments to change the manager and/or the funeral 

director actually in charge of and ultimately responsible for the funeral home for the 

month of April 2012. 

License 

Number Facility Name 

Licensee by  

Last Name Type County 

FH003222 Calhoun FS LLC Calhoun, William MGR Cuyahoga 

FH002841 Calhoun FS LLC Wilkinson, Brandee MGR Cuyahoga 

FH002270 Vitantonio-Previte FH Previte, Nicholas AIC Cuyahoga 

FH002270 Vitantonio-Previte FH Previte, Nicholas MGR Cuyahoga 

FH001722 O R Woodyard Co Woodyard, Devin MGR Franklin 

FH003043 Brough-Getts-Staver FH Gillen, Sean MGR Montgomery 
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Note: 
On motions denoted with an asterisk (*), the names and identifying information was redacted from discussion 

and proposed notices during the course of deliberation.  Matters were referred to only by case number.  

Identifying information was added during the writing of the minutes based upon the correlating case number. 

 

 

 

 

Compliance Motion No. 1 

The following motions were made pursuant to the Report and Recommendation of 

Hearing Officer, Marc Myers on the hearing held November 18, 2011 involving Mark A. 

Schneider (FD006489) & Mark A. Schneider FH (FH000161). 

 

Motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, to approve the Hearing 

Officer’s Finding of Facts.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; 

Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 

Motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer to approve the Hearing Officer’s 

Conclusions of Law.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 

Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 

Motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Carter to approve the Hearing Officer’s 

recommendation.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Nay; 

Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 

Order of the Board:  The matter will be dismissed. 


 
 

Compliance Motion No. 2* 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 

remove this item from table. Ayes:  6.  Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to close 

complaint#1203070.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Nay; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 

Nay; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Nay.  Motion Failed. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to table this item.  

Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; 

Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 


 
 

Compliance Motion No. 3 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to remove this item 

from table.  Ayes:  6.  Nays:  0.  Motion approved. 
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On a motion by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to close 

complaint#1211044.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Abstain; Fleming, Nay; 

Marsh, Nay; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Nay.  Motion Failed. 

 

This item was placed on the agenda for Tuesday, May 22, 2012. 

 


 
Compliance Mail #1 

The Board reviewed a letter concerning change of firm title for the Brough-Getts-Staver 

Funeral Home in Miamisburg, Ohio.  The Board accepted the firm title change of 

“Brough-Gillen Funeral Home”.  Mrs. Baugess will inform Mr. Sean Gillen that all 

signage and advertisements must reflect the new firm title. 


 
 

The Board meeting recessed at 4:21 P.M. 

 
 

 

The Continuing Education Committee met at 4:30 P.M. to review the applications for this 

month’s meeting. 
 

 

 

Tuesday – May 22, 2012 

The Board reconvened at 9:05 A.M. in the Riffe Center in Columbus, Ohio. President 

Robert Wasko presided.  Present were Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. Carter, Thomas T. 

Fleming, Ty Marsh, Pamela Williams-Briggs and staff members present were: Allan 

Showalter, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, 

Inspector; Jennifer L. Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Lena Wright, Administrative 

Assistant; and Vanessa Niekamp, Executive Director. 

 
 

 

Continuing Education 

Mrs. Williams-Briggs reported that the Continuing Education Committee met at 4:30 

P.M., Monday, May 21, 2012 to review this month’s applications.  Minutes from the 

April 17, 2012 Committee meeting were approved. (See attached) 

 

The following motions involve the continuing education programs considered by the 

Board during the May 2012 meeting, and are posted on the Board’s website under 

continuing education. 
 

 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Prior Approval continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  

Motion approved. 
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On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Blanket with date continuing education programs that were 

previously approved.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 


 
 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, the Blanket Approval of continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6.  

Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 
 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, and where 

indicated denied, individual continuing education programs for two individuals, David 

Bloom and Kenneth Davis  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 


 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved the waiver for 

continuing education for Mr. Ernest B. Hall, Jr. for the 2011-2012 compliance period.  

Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 

 
 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved the 

Exemption for continuing education for Mr. John D. Schafer.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  Motion 

approved. 

 
 

 

On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved the 50-year 

exemption for continuing education for Mr. Thomas E. Burke, Bruce C. Redmon and 

Lewis Richard Taylor.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 

 
 

 

Compliance Motion 3 (continued) 

This item was put on hold until later in the Board meeting, waiting on contact of the 

complainant. 


 

License Issue #1 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the following 

application for a crematory facility license for existing facilities because of change of 

location, ownership, and/or crematory operator.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0. Motion Passed. 

 

License no. Crematory Facility Location Inspection 

CREM.000155 Ohio Funeral Support Svcs Delaware 03-06-2012 
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On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board approved the 

following application for crematory facility license pending receipt of occupancy permit 

and final inspection by the Board.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0. Motion Passed. 

 

Crematory Facility Location County 

All Ohio Crematory Brook Park Cuyahoga 

Southwest Ohio Cremation Franklin Warren 

 

 

At a previous Board meeting, the Board approved the issuance of a crematory facility 

license to the following after approval of the application, receipt of occupancy permit, 

and the final inspection. 

 

License no. Crematory facility Location Inspection 

CREM.000154 Clifford-Shoemaker Crematory Cuyahoga Falls 04-23-2012 



 
 

There were no applications for an embalming facility license for existing embalming 

facilities with a change of location or ownership. 

 

There were no applications for an embalming facility license for new facilities pending 

receipt of the occupancy permit and a final inspection. 

 

There were no previously approved applications for embalming facilities that submitted 

an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 


 
 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board voted to approve the 

following applications for a funeral home license for the existing facility for the purpose 

of change in location and/or ownership.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
License No. Firm Title Location Inspection 

FH.003235 Bennett-Brown-Rodman & Snyder FH Ashley 03-06-2012 

FH.003238 Moore Funeral Home Akron 04-06-2011 

FH.003239 Rodman-Snyder Funeral Service Columbus 03-06-2012 

FH.003240 Snyder-Rodman Funeral Center Delaware 03-06-2012 

FH.003241 Thompson-Smith Funeral Home Conneaut 07-07-2011 

 

 

 

 



Board Minutes May 21-22, 2012  Page 8 of 10 

On a motion by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved the 

following applications for funeral home licenses to the following after receipt of 

occupancy permit, and the final inspection.  

 

On a motion by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to 

rescind the previous motion made by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Mr. Marsh. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved the following 

applications for funeral home license to the following after receipt of occupancy permit, 

and the final inspection.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; 

Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Nay.  Motion Passed. 

Firm Title Location County 

Greg Brown Funeral Home Cincinnati Hamilton 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved the following 

applications for funeral home license to the following after receipt of occupancy permit, 

and the final inspection.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; 

Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Nay.  Motion Passed. 

Firm Title Location County 

Grunn Funeral Home Cincinnati Hamilton 

 

On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board approved the 

following applications for funeral home license to the following after receipt of 

occupancy permit, and the final inspection.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; 

Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

Firm Title Location County 

Mahoney Memorial Cleveland Cuyahoga 

 

At a previous Board meeting, the Board approved the issuance of funeral home licenses 

to the following after approval of the application, receipt of occupancy permit, and the 

final inspection.  *Issued date of Board meeting (special case where you are approving 

the paperwork and license number) 
License No Funeral Home Location Issue date 

FH.003233 Leach Family Funeral Service Cincinnati 05-03-2012 

FH.003234 Prince Funeral Home Maple Heights 05-03-2012 

FH.003236 Greg Brown Funeral Home Cincinnati 05-21-2012* 

FH.003237 Grunn Funeral Home Cincinnati 05-21-2012* 



 
Fiscal 

Ms. Wright reported on fiscal matters.  The Board Members reviewed the revenue journal 

that reflected that the Board collected $3,384.54 in April for a total of $80,747.27 for 



Board Minutes May 21-22, 2012  Page 9 of 10 

2012.  The Board reviewed a list of installment payments for reinstatement agreements 

for Brian Wikoff, Timothy Fox, and Steven Foltz.  The Board reviewed a list of 14 

vouchers and encumbrances for March and the Budget Overview chart of allotments and 

expenses. 


 
 

Monthly inspectors’ reports were submitted by Inspectors, Eric Anderson and Lisa Bruns 

for the month of April 2012.  Reports are attached. 

 
 

 
Executive Director 

 The OFDA Annual Convention was held April 24
th
 through the 26

th
.  Mr. Carter, Mr. 

Fleming, Mr. Wasko and Mrs. Williams-Briggs attended and will be paid per diem and 

allowable travel. 

 The Buckeye State Funeral Directors & Embalmers Association will hold its 75
th
 Annual 

Convention in Columbus, June 21
st
 through 23

rd
.  The Board will have an exhibitor booth 

at the Convention. 

 Ms. Niekamp spoke with Marc Myers, of  Blaugrund, Herbert, Kessler, Miller, Myers & 

Postalakis, on May 17
th
 and asked him to work toward the 30 day timeframe for 

providing hearing report and recommendations. 

 The Board offices will be closed next Monday, May 28
th
 in observation of Memorial 

Day. 

 Our next meeting will be June 18
th
 through 19

th
.  We would like to hold this meeting off 

site in Campbell, Ohio, and start holding our June meeting each year in the hometown of 

the outgoing President. 

 The previous Executive Director, Malik Hubbard, failed to file his Financial Disclosure 

Statement with the Ohio Ethics Commission in a timely fashion.  The Board will be 

assessed a penalty of $250.00, which Ms. Niekamp requested your approval to bill Mr. 

Hubbard. 

 Ms. Niekamp was pleased to announce Jennifer Baugess, and Lena Wright have both 

been recommended for promotion.  She expects their start date to be Monday, June 4
th
.  

Ms. Niekamp has also made recommendation of a candidate for an intermittent 

(temporary) Secretary position to help complete data entry in eLicensing.   

 Ms. Niekamp reviewed a proposed Fee Increase.  She proposed a fee increase of 25% for 

each license associated to an individual and 50% for licenses associated to a facility.  

Board gave permission for Vanessa to seek Controlling Board authority to increase the 

fees over the summer months. 

 Review of proposed IPP002 regarding Outside Employment, per the Ohio Ethics 

Commission Advisory Opinion No. 96-004. 

 Review of the LSC bill analysis on HB481. 

 The Inspectors have been provided State issued cell phones. Their phone numbers were 

provided to the board. 

 Ms. Niekamp has been working with the Cosmetology Board and the Bureau of Motor 

Vehicles on a project to provide state issued identification cards to licensees. 

 Ms. Niekamp will be working with DAS IT staff, to update the board’s website. 
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Compliance Motion 3 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to table this item 

until June Board meeting.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0. Motion Passed. 

 
 

 

Exam 

Jennifer Baugess asked the Board for their assistance with Exam subjects for the review 

of the Board’s Ohio Laws and Rules Exam. 

 
 

 

 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board meeting adjourned at 

11:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

            Attest:        

Robert J. Wasko, President              Linda M. Betzer, Secretary-Treasurer 




























