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Monday –March 19, 2012 
The Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors met in regular session in the Riffe Center 
at 77 South High Street in Columbus, Ohio. Robert Wasko, President, called the meeting 
to order at 1:10 P.M.  Other Board members present were:  Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. 
Carter, Thomas T. Fleming, Ty Marsh and Pamela Williams-Briggs.  Staff Members 
present were Allan Showalter, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; 
Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Linda Clark, 
Certification/License Examiner and Lena Wright, Administrative Assistant.  Audience 
attendees: Nancy Green. 

 
 
The Board’s newly assigned Assistant Attorney General, Allan Showalter, was 
introduced by President Wasko. 

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board re-confirmed the practice 
of allowing the AAG to discuss possible settlements with the Board President between 
scheduled meetings in order to avoid delays.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board approved the 
minutes of the meeting held on February 27-28, 2012.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion 
approved. 

 
Board Updates 
Mrs. Baugess reported the following: 

 OFDA Apprentice Seminar – Thursday, March 15, Robert Carter attended and 
will be paid per diem and allowable travel. 

 OFDA Legislative Reception – Tuesday, March 20, 5-7pm, Riffe Bldg 
 Ohio Embalmer’s Association Winter Seminar – Wednesday, March 28, Robert 

Carter will attend and present 
 Next Board meeting April 16-17, 2012. 
 Master Training – April 23 in Columbus 
 OFDA Annual Convention – April 24-26 

 
 

License Issue #1 
 
There were no applications for crematory facility license for existing embalming facilities 
with a change of location or ownership. 
 
There were no applications for crematory facility license pending receipt of the 
occupancy permit and final inspection.  
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There were no previously approved applications for crematory facilities that submitted an 
occupancy permit and a final inspection.   

 
 

There were no applications for an embalming facility license for existing embalming 
facilities with a change of location or ownership. 

 
There were no applications for an embalming facility license for new facilities pending 
receipt of the occupancy permit and a final inspection. 

 
There were no previously approved applications for embalming facilities that submitted 
an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board voted to approve the 
following applications for a funeral home license for the existing facility for the purpose 
of change in location and/or ownership. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved.   
Licenses effective March 19, 2012. 
 

License No. Firm Title Location Inspection 

FH.003223 Hopkins Lawver FH Mogadore 6/2/10

FH.003224 Hopkins Lawver FH Uniontown 7/25/08

FH.003225 Hopkins Lawver FH Akron 6/2/10

FH.003226 Vitantonio-Previte FH Lyndhurst 4/29/09

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board voted to approve the 
following application for a funeral home license for the existing facility for the purpose 
of change in location and/or ownership. Ayes: 4. Nays: 2. Motion approved.   
Licenses effective March 19, 2012. 
 

License No. Firm Title Location Inspection 

FH.003227 Young FH Cincinnati 8/25/11

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved the following 
applications for funeral home license pending receipt of occupancy permit and final 
inspection. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 
Firm Title Location County 

Calhoun FH LLC Bedford Heights Cuyahoga 

Harper FH Elyria Lorain 
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At a previous Board meeting, the Board approved the issuance of funeral home licenses 
to the following after approval of the application, receipt of the occupancy permit, and 
the final inspection.   
License No Funeral Home Location Issue date 

FH.003221 Gwen Mooney FH, Elden 
Good Chapel 

Cincinnati 3/13/12 

FH.003222 Calhoun FH LLC Bedford Height 3/19/12 

 
 
License Issue #1 
The Board reviewed a letter from Ms. Paula Trenkamp requesting she be permitted to pay 
that the renewal and penalty fees accrued during the time her license lapsed on 
installments.  The Board requested Mrs. Clark to send Ms. Trenkamp a letter asking her 
to appear before the Board in April to discuss her situation. 

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to grant 
an embalmer and/or funeral director license to the following qualified applicants. Ayes: 
6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 
 

License# Name Location Issue Date 

EMB-9482 A 
FD-9529 

 
Carbary, Kristen M. 

 
Sandusky 

 
03/19/12 

 
FD-9530 

 
Loucka, Richard A. 

 
Twinsburg 

 
03/19/12 

EMB-9483 A 
FD-9531 

 
Nuzzi, Matthew J. 

 
Medina 

 
03/19/12 

 
 
The Board reviewed a list of individuals, who were issued embalmer and/or funeral 
director registration numbers during the month of February 2012. 
 

Registration# Name City Issue Date 
 
FD-0655 

 
Bachtel, Michael J.

 
Massillon

 
02/01/12 

FD-0659 Brickman, Jonathan E. 
 
Willoughby 02/14/12 

FD-0660 Brown, Christine Sebring 02/14/12 
 
FD-0661 

 
Burk, Brian C. Toledo 

 
02/22/12 

EMB-0435 
FD-0656 Sherer, Paul J. 

 
Middleburg Hts 02/06/12 

FD-0657 Taylor, William K. Jackson 02/06/12 
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FD-0658 Vondriska, Alan J. Mansfield 02/06/12 
 

 
 

The Board reviewed a list of Apprenticeships certified during the month of February 
2012. 
 

Certification#  Name Funeral Home  City 
Effective 
Date 

FD-0655 
 
Bachtel, Michael J. 

Atkinson-Feucht-
Hare FH Massillon 02/01/12 

 
EMB-0434 Best, Stephen R. 

Swigart-
Easterling FH 

 
Canal Fulton 02/04/12 

FD-0659 
Brickman, Jonathan 
E. 

Brickman Bros 
FH Willoughby 02/14/12 

 
FD-0652 

Brickman, Suzanne 
M. 

Brickman Bros 
FH Willoughby 02/19/12 

 
FD-0660 Brown, Christine 

Brown Funeral 
Home Salem 02/22/12 

 
FD-0661 

 
Burk, Brian C. 

Sujkowski 
Funeral Home 

 
Toledo 

 
02/28/12 

 
FD-0620 Capretta, Riccardo 

DeJohn-Flynn-
Mylott  FH 

 
Willoughby 02/05/12 

EMB-0435 
FD-0656 

 
Sherer, Paul J. 

Tomon & Sons 
FH 

 
Middleburg Hts 

 
02/06/12 

 
FD-0658 

 
Vondriska, Alan J. 

Werner-Gompf  
FS 

 
Mansfield 

 
02/06/12 

 
Mrs. Linda Clark’s report stated that in the month of February there were 1 new 
embalmer and 7 new funeral director registrations.  There were 2 embalmer and 8 funeral 
director certified apprentices.  There were 74 Embalmer apprentice reports, 12 Embalmer 
master reports for apprentices and 2 Board member embalmer apprentice interviews.  
There were 115 Funeral Director Apprentice reports, 19 Funeral Director Master Reports 
and 4 Board member funeral director apprentice interviews. 

 
 

Fiscal 
Ms. Wright reported on fiscal matters.  The Board Members reviewed the revenue journal 
that reflected that the Board collected $7,405.73 in February for a total of $72,340.43 in 
FY12.  The Board reviewed a list of 21 vouchers and encumbrances for February, and the 
Budget Overview chart of allotments and expenses.  

 
The Board discussed the status of the controlling board request scheduled for March 26.  
President Wasko appointed Mr. Marsh to attend the meeting in the event there are any 
Board specific questions.  Ms. Betzer will serve as back-up if Mr. Marsh should have a 
schedule conflict.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Law Committee met at 10:00 to review items in preparation for tomorrow’s meeting with 
OFDA representatives regarding House Bill 481.  Law discussions will resume at the end 
of today’s meeting, time permitting. 
 
On behalf of the Staff Committee, Ms. Betzer reported that the committee had 
interviewed a candidate for the Executive Director’s position and a discussion could be 
held in executive discussion. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming the Board entered into executive 
session to consider the appointment of a public employee at 2:14 P.M.  Roll Call Vote:  
Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, 
Aye.  Motion passed. 
 
The President declared the Board out of Executive Session at 2:55 P.M.   

 
 
Compliance 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there are nineteen pending complaints and nine charged 
complaints pending hearings, settlements and Board orders. 
 
The Board received a forfeiture from the following:  
 
$500.00 – Brough-Getts-Staver Funeral Home (complaint #1211030) 
 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there was 1 hearing held and there are 3 hearings scheduled.  
There are two report and recommendations outstanding.  

 
 
Monthly inspector reports were submitted by inspectors Eric Anderson and Lisa Bruns 
for the month of February 2012.  Reports are attached. 

 
 

Law committee resumed discussion on various topics relating to recommended changes 
to ORC 4717.  
 
Law discussions will continue following the business portion of tomorrow’s Board 
meeting. 

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh the Board entered into executive 
session entered into executive session to consider the appointment of a public employee 
at 4:01 P.M.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; 
Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion passed. 

 
The President declared the Board out of Executive Session at 4:42 P.M.   
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The Board meeting recessed at 4:45 P.M. 

 
 
Tuesday – March 20, 2012  
The Board reconvened at 9:02 A.M. in the Riffe Center in Columbus, Ohio.  President 
Robert Wasko presided.  Present were Linda M. Betzer, Thomas T. Fleming, Ty Marsh, 
Pamela Williams-Briggs and staff members present were: Allan Showalter, Assistant 
Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; and Jennifer 
Baugess, Administrative Assistant. 

 
 

Continuing Education  
 
Mrs. Williams-Briggs gave a report on behalf of the continuing education committee, she 
reported the committee met at 8:00 A.M. today, reviewed the applications and found 
everything in order for approval. 
 
The following motions involve the continuing education programs considered by the 
Board during the March 2012 meeting, and are posted on the Board’s website under 
Continuing Education.  

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Prior Approval continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. 
Motion approved.  

 
 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board acknowledged, the 
Blanket with Date continuing education programs that were previously approved.  Ayes: 
6 Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Blanket Approval of continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. 
Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer and seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the hiring of 
Vanessa Niekamp as the new Executive Director with a scheduled start date of April 8, 
2012. Roll Call Vote: Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion passed. 

 
 



State of Ohio 
Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors  Minutes 

Board Minutes March 19-20, 2012  page 7 - 7 

Mrs. Williams-Briggs initiated a discussion about how different hospitals require 
different information when picking up a decedent.  Mr. Carter joined in the discussion 
citing various hospital procedures. 

 
 
The Board recessed at 9:35 A.M. 

 
 
The Board meeting resumed at 10:16 A.M. 

 
 
Law discussion continued in preparation for the 1:00 P.M. meeting with OFDA 
representatives. 

 
 
The Board recessed at 11:51 A.M. 

 
 
The Board meeting resumed at 1:06 P.M.  Joining the meeting were T. Scott Gilligan, 
OFDA Legal Counsel and John McGough, OFDA Lobbyist. 
 
Open discussions included language in HB 481 and proposed additions by the Board.   
 
At the conclusions of the discussions, it was determined that Mr. Gilligan would 
incorporate the mutual agreeable changes and send the revised language back to the 
Board for review.  

 
 
On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board meeting adjourned at 2:35 
P.M. 
 
 
________________________________      Attest: _______________________________ 
Robert J. Wasko, President                                      Linda M. Betzer, Secretary-Treasurer 
 














