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Monday –December 19, 2011 
The Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors met in regular session in the Riffe Center 
at 77 South High Street in Columbus, Ohio. Robert Wasko, President, called the meeting 
to order at 2:09 P.M.  Other Board members present were:  Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. 
Carter, Thomas T. Fleming, Ty Marsh and Pamela Williams-Briggs.  Staff Members 
present were: Matthew Lampke, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, 
Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Linda 
Clark, Certification/License Examiner and Malik M. Hubbard, Executive Director.   

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, as amended, 
the minutes of the meeting held on November 14-15, 2011.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion 
approved. 

 
 

Person Before the Board 
Ms. Nancy Green a representative from the Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio 
addressed the Board.  She stated that she has been attending Board meeting for quite 
some time and expressed that she wanted to provide assistance to the Board in its future 
endeavors.  Ms. Green stated that in attending Board meetings she has witnessed the 
Board in the process of updating its laws and rules and other functions.  Ms. Green 
offered her assistance and that of the Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio 
(FCACO) in accomplishing many of the Boards goals.  Ms. Green and her organization 
offered to write letters to the legislature and Governor’s office, testify in hearings, 
participate in discussions regarding drafting legislation and suggest candidates for Board 
member appointments.  Ms. Green felt that this will help her and the organization she 
represents to provide Ohio with a fair and ethical funeral industry. 

 
 
Compliance 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there are fourteen pending complaints and twenty-four 
charged complaints pending hearings, settlements and Board orders. 
 
The Board received forfeitures from the following:  
 
$500.00 - Joseph R. Carr Funeral Service (complaint #1106133) 
$1,000.00 – Walter E. Martens & Sons (complaint #1103078) 
$500.00 – Brough-Getts-Staver (complaint #1208013) 
 
The Board received a fine from the following: 
$5000.00 Braund FH (complaint #1104090) 
 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there has been one hearing held and 11 to be scheduled.  
There was one report and recommendation received and three outstanding.  
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Compliance 1 
The Board reviewed a list of amendments to change the manager and/or the funeral 
director actually in charge of and ultimately responsible for the funeral home for the 
month of November.  
 

Lic 
Number Facility Name 

Licensee by Last 
Name Type County 

FH002892 Craciun-Berry FH Cannon Lindsey MGR Cuyahoga 
FH002892 Craciun-Berry FH Catavolos George AIC Cuyahoga 
FH003177 Newcomer FH Fisch John MGR Hamilton 
FH003079 Staley-Crowe FH Eckerle Karen MGR Hamilton 
FH002779 Lane FH Knarr David MGR Trumbull 
FH002780 Lane FH, Roberts-Clark Chapel Lamer Barry MGR Trumbull 

 
 
NOTE: 
On motions denoted with an asterisk (*), the names and identifying information was redacted from 
discussion and proposed notices during the course of deliberation.  Matters were referred to only by 
case number.  Identifying information was added during the writing of the minutes based upon the 
correlating case number. 
 
Compliance Motion No. 1* 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 
close eleven investigative complaints.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; 
Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 2 
The following motions were made pursuant to the Report and Recommendation of 
Hearing Officer, Stephen P. Postalakis on the hearing held September 30, 2011 involving 
Deborah J. Weaver (FD 008652) & Walker FH (FH 003138).  
 
Motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming to approve the Hearing Officer’s 
Finding of Facts.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh,  Nay; 
Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
 
Motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer to approve the Hearing Officer’s 
Conclusions of Law.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, No; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 
No; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, No. Motion Failed. 
 
Motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mr. Carter to approve the Hearing Officer’s 
Conclusions of Law with modifications. Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; 
Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
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Motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to approve the Hearing 
Officer’s recommendation. 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; 
Williams-Briggs, Nay.  Motion Passed. 
 
Order of the Board: The matter will be dismissed. 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 3 
The following motions were made pursuant to the Report and Recommendation of 
Hearing Officer, Marc E. Myers on the hearing held November 8, 2011 involving 
Scherrie McLin (FD007208) and McLin Funeral Home (FH 003039). 
 
Motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter to approve the Hearing Officer’s Finding 
of Facts.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, 
Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
 
Motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Carter to approve the Hearing Officer’s 
Conclusions of Law.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, 
Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
 
Motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to approve the Hearing 
Officer’s recommendation. Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; 
Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
 
Order of the Board: The licenses held by Scherrie McLin (FD007208) and McLin 
Funeral Home, Inc. (FH 003039) are to be permanently revoked. 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 4* 
On a motion by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to issue 
a notice of Opportunity for Hearing to Matthew Humphrey (FD 008621/EMB 008794) 
for a violation of R.C. 4717.14 (A) (4) for committing immoral or unprofessional conduct 
for pleading guilty to three felony counts of possessing, receiving and distributing child 
pornography. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 5* 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer this item was removed from the 
table.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, 
Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
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On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 
accept the settlement agreement negotiated by Cheryl Hawkinson, Assistant Attorney 
General and David C. Hipp, attorney for Richard D. Lebold and Lebold Funeral Home 
relative to complaint #1106131. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Absent; Wasko, Aye; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 6* 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to issue a notice of 
Opportunity for Hearing to Christopher Engartner (FD 007672) and Seederly-Mong & 
Beck Funeral Home (FH 002162) for a violation of R.C. 4717.14 (A) (4) for committing 
immoral or unprofessional conduct and R.C. 4717.14 (A) (5) for knowingly permitting an 
unlicensed person, other than a person serving an apprenticeship, to engage in the 
profession or business of embalming or funeral directing, specifically, for allowing Mark 
Beck to service the family of Edward Altomare by making funeral arrangements and 
conducting funeral services.  Mark Beck’s funeral director license was suspended at the 
time of the occurrence. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Abstain; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 7* 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to table this issue 
and have the staff further investigate. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Abstain; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed 

 
 

Compliance Motion No. 8* 
On a motion by Mr. Marsh, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board voted to close 
Complaint No.1211028. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; 
Williams-Briggs, Aye. Motion Passed 

 
 

Compliance Mail #1 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Ms. Karen Vicchiarelli of Vicchiarelli Funeral 
Home, requesting continuation of the funeral home operation at this location under the 
current name of Vicchiarelli Fuenral Services for an additional 12 months.  Due to the 
death of Mr. Vicchiarelli.  The Board approved continuation for an additional 12 month 
period beginning December 1, 2011 until December 1, 2012 at which time, a new funeral 
home application will need to be filed with the Board. 
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Compliance Mail #2 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Mr. George P. Catavolos concerning change of 
firm title for the Craciun-Berry Funeral Home in Westlake, Ohio.  The Board accepted 
the firm title change from “Craciun-Berry Funeral Home” to Catavolos-Berry Funeral 
Home”.  Mrs. Baugess will inform Mr. Catavolos that all signage and advertisements 
must reflect the new firm title. 

 
 

Compliance Mail #3 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Mr. Joseph D. Lane concerning change of firm 
title for the Lane Funeral Homes to include the word “Family” for several locations.  The 
Board approved the request.   

 
 
Compliance Issue #1 
At the November Board meeting Dr. John Freeman the non-licensed owner of Porter-
Qualls Funeral Home in Springfield, spoke to the Board about reconsidering a sanction 
from the Board of a 30 day suspension to begin January 1, 2012.  The Board requested 
that the staff present additional information in this matter at the December Board 
meeting.  After considering the material the Board determined that Dr. Freeman or his 
Attorney must submit a formal request asking the Board to reconsider its decision.  The 
Board directed staff to contact Dr. Freeman and make him aware of this decision. 

 
 

Compliance Issue #2 
The Board reviewed pricing and information sheets from two removal companies which 
offer embalming services.  The Board determined there were adequate disclosures and 
that no corrections needed to be made to the materials at this time. 

 
 
License Issue #1 
The Board reviewed a letter from Mr. Steven Foltz requesting that the penalty fees 
accrued during the time his license lapsed be waived or to pay on installments.  The 
Board requested Mrs. Clark to send Mr. Foltz a letter asking him to appear before the 
Board in January to discuss his situation. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 
approve the following applications for a funeral home license for the existing facility for 
the purpose of change in ownership. Ayes: 5.  Abstain: 1. Nays: 0.  Motion approved.   
 

License no. Firm Title Location Inspection 
FH 003196 Brater FH Harrison 12-08-11 
FH 003197 Kelly-Kemp-Braido-Patron FH Bethesda 04-07-11 
FH 003198 Kelly-Kemp-Braido-Patron FH Morristown 04-07-11 
FH 003199 Kelly-Kemp-Braido-Patron FH Barnsville 04-07-11 
FH 003200 Seifert-Harding & Brater FH Cincinnati 07-27-11 
FH 003201 Wellman Funeral Home Ashville 10-15-09 
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On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board approved the 
following application for a funeral home licenses pending receipt of occupancy permit 
and final inspection. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 
 

Firm Title Location County 
Sean Gillen Funeral Home Cincinnati Hamilton 

 
 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved the following 
application for a crematory facility license pending receipt of the occupancy permit and 
final inspection. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 
 

Crematory Name Location County 
Clifford-Shoemaker Crematory Cuyahoga Falls Summit 
Paquelet Crematory Massillon Stark 

 
 

There were no applications for crematory facility license for existing facilities because of 
change of location and/or change of ownership. 

 
 

There were no applications for an embalming facility license for existing embalming 
facilities with a change of location or ownership. 

 
 

There were no applications for an embalming facility license for new facilities pending 
receipt of the occupancy permit and a final inspection. 

 
 

There were no previously approved applications for embalming facilities that submitted 
an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 

 
 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to grant an 
embalmer and/or funeral director license to the following qualified applicants. Ayes: 6. 
Nays: 0.  Motion approved. 
 

License no. Name Location Issue date 
EMB-9462A 
FD-9508 

Bales, Derek L. Eaton 12-19-11 
 

EMB-9463A 
FD-9509 

Dixon, Matthew S. Canton 12-19-11 

EMB-9464A 
FD-9510 

Grubb, David E. Hamilton 12-19-11 

FD-9511 Kurner, Michael D. Mingo-Junction 12-19-11 
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EMB-9465A 
FD-9512 

Schutt, Fred G. Medina 12-19-11 

EMB-9466A 
FD-9513 

Stires, Craig P. Reynoldsburg 12-19-11 

EMB-9467A 
FD-9514 

Williams, Richard M. Wellston 12-19-11 

 
 
The Board reviewed a list of individuals, who were issued embalmer and/or funeral 
director registration numbers during the month of December 2011. 
 

Registration# Name Location Issue date 
FD-0628 Bednarz, Theresa L. Mansfield 11-15-11 
EMB-0419 
FD-0629 

Bowser, Jessica L.  Girard 11-15-11 
 

FD-0630 Diehl, Estelle B. Columbus 11-15-11 
FD-0631 Fields, Jillynne Kettering 11-17-11 
EMB-0420 
FD-0632 

Tobias, Stacy E Beavercreek 11-17-11 

 
 

The Board reviewed a list of Apprenticeships certified during the month of November 
2011. 
 

Certification# Name Funeral Home City Effective 
Date 

FD-0418 Anthony, Daniel J. Bollinger-Bican FH Cleveland 11-10-11 
FD-0628 Bednarz, Theresa L. Herlihy-Chambers 

FH 
Mansfield 11-21-11 

FD-0631 Fields, Jillynne Routsong FH Kettering 11-25-11 
EMB-0415 
FD-0624 

Kiriazis, James R. Lane FH Roberts-
Clark Chapel 

Warren 11-07-11 

EMB-0420 
FD-0632 

Tobias, Stacy E. Tobias FH Beavercreek 11-25-11 

EMB-0411 
FD-0611 

Townsend, Yvette M. Stewart & Calhoun 
FH 

Akron 11-01-11 

 
Mrs. Linda Clark’s report stated that in the month of November there were 2 embalmer 
and 5 funeral director registrations.  There were 3 embalmer and 6 funeral director 
certified apprentices.  There were 120 Embalmer apprentice reports, 20 Embalmer master 
reports for apprentices and 4 Board member embalmer apprentice interviews.  There 
were 203 Funeral Director Apprentice reports, 33 Funeral Director Master Reports and 7 
Board member funeral director apprentice reports. 

 
 

The Board meeting recessed at 5:02 P.M. 



State of Ohio 
Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors  Minutes 

Board Minutes December 19-20, 2011  page 8 - 9 

Tuesday – December 20, 2011  
The Board reconvened at 9:03 A.M. in the Riffe Center in Columbus, Ohio.  President 
Robert Wasko presided.  Present were Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. Carter, Thomas T. 
Fleming, Ty Marsh, Pamela Williams-Briggs and staff members present were: William 
Cole, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; 
Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Lena Wright, Administrative Assistant and 
Malik M. Hubbard, Executive Director. 

 
 

Person Before the Board 
Virginia A. Davidson the attorney of Mr. Charles Slone addressed the Board and 
presented reasons why she felt her client should be permitted to apply to have his 
embalmer and funeral director licenses reinstated.  The embalmer and funeral director 
licenses of Mr. Slone had been revoked in 1994 for theft of preneed funds.  He applied 
for reinstatement in 2002 and was denied.   Along with her remarks, Ms. Davidson 
submitted materials that she believes provides proof that Mr. Slone has made amends and 
achieved rehabilitation and therefore be granted an opportunity to have his licenses 
restored. 

 
 
Compliance Motion No. 9 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to permit the 
embalmer and funeral director licenses of Charles D. Slone to be reinstated after Mr. 
Slone successfully passes the Ohio Laws exam. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Abstain; Carter, Abstain; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, 
Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 
 
Note: Ms. Betzer chose to abstain from the vote on this issue due to a professional and 
personal relationship with the counsel of Mr. Slone and not based on the merits of the 
case. 

 
 

Continuing Education  
The following motions involve the continuing education programs considered by the 
Board during the December 2011 meeting, and are posted on the Board’s website under 
Continuing Education.  

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Prior Approval continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. 
Motion approved.  

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board acknowledged, the 
Blanket with date continuing education programs that were previously approved.  Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0. Motion approved. 
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On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Blanket Approval of continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. 
Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the individual continuing education programs. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion 
approved. 

 
 

On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the 50 year 
Exemption for continuing education for Mr. Harold J. Bogner. Ayes: 6. Nay: 0. Motion 
Approved. 

 
 

On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the Exemption 
for continuing education for Ms. Shirley Moore Althoff. Ayes: 6. Nay: 0. Motion 
Approved. 

 
 
Fiscal 
Ms. Wright reported on fiscal matters.  The Board Members reviewed the revenue journal 
that reflected that the Board collected $9,400.00 in November for a total of $43,170.56 in 
FY12.  The Board reviewed a list of 36 vouchers and encumbrances for November, and 
the Budget Overview chart of allotments and expenses.  

 
 

Monthly inspector reports were submitted by inspectors Eric Anderson and Lisa Bruns 
for the month of November 2011.  Reports are attached. 

 
 
 
 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board meeting adjourned at 
11:35 A.M. 
  
 
________________________________      Attest: _______________________________ 
Robert J. Wasko, President                                      Linda M. Betzer, Secretary-Treasurer 
























