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Monday – October 17, 2011 
The Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors met in regular session in the Riffe Center 
at 77 South High Street in Columbus, Ohio. Robert Wasko, President, called the meeting 
to order at 1:09 P.M.  Other Board members present were:  Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. 
Carter, Thomas Fleming, Ty Marsh and Pamela Williams-Briggs.  Staff Members present 
were: Cheryl R. Hawkinson, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; 
Lisa A. Bruns, Inspector; Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; Lena Wright, 
Administrative Assistant and Malik M. Hubbard, Executive Director.   

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, as amended, 
the minutes of the meeting held on September 19-20, 2011.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion 
approved. 

 
Executive Director’s Report 
The Executive Director reported on the current Budget allocation concerning the Board  

 
The Executive Director reported on the status of the application process concerning the 
new apprenticeship rules. 

 
The Executive Director reported that on Tuesday October 4th, 2011  the Indiana Funeral 
Directors Association held a meeting to further discuss the “Courtesy Card” between the 
bordering states of Ohio.  This was a follow up meeting from May given by the Kentucky 
Funeral Directors in Kentucky. Board member Thomas Fleming attended.  Mr. Fleming 
reported that OFDA is planning to submit legislation in support of the courtesy card. 

 
The Executive Director reported that on October 29th, 2011 - Sibley-Murray-Wellington 
Funeral Home was having a day workshop for licensees to obtain Continuing Education 
Credit at the Bread of Life Church of God in Christ Fellowship Hall in Youngstown, 
Ohio.  They have requested that a representative of the Board come to deliver a 50 
minute lecture on a subject of their choosing.  Mr. Wasko indicated that he may attend a 
portion of the meeting if his schedule allows. 

 
The Executive Director reported that the National Funeral Directors Association will hold 
their national convention at the McCormick Place Lakeside Center in Chicago, Il.  
October 23-26, 2011.  Information available at http://chicago2011.nfda.org/ 

 
The Executive Director reported that on November 8, 2011 OFDA will hold a Master 
Training Seminar in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and a presentation will be made by Board 
staff. 

 
Licensure 
Darinda Reis addressed the Board representing Meyer-Boehmer and Reis Funeral Home.  
Mrs. Reis had questions regarding naming their funeral home after relocation.  The Board 
advised her to comply with the statute regarding the naming of funeral facilities. 
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On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr.Carter, the Board voted to 
approve the following application for a funeral home license for the existing facility for 
the purpose of leasing space. Ayes:6. Nays: 0. Motion approved.   
Chart 1 

License no. Firm Title Location Inspection 
FH 003192 Catavolos FH Westlake 11-22-10 

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board approved the applications 
for a funeral home license pending receipt of occupancy permit and final inspection. 
Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion approved. 
Chart 3 

Firm Title Location County 
Reis Legacy Center FH Meyer 
Boehmer Chapel 

Centerville Montgomery  

 
There were no applications for crematory facility license for existing facilities because of 
change of location and/or change of ownership. 

 
There were no applications for crematory facility license pending receipt of the 
occupancy permit and the final inspection by the Board.   

 
There were no applications for an embalming facility license for existing embalming 
facilities with a change of location or ownership. 

 
There were no applications for an embalming facility license for new facilities pending 
receipt of the occupancy permit and a final inspection. 

 
There were no previously approved applications for embalming facilities that submitted 
an occupancy permit and had a final inspection. 

 
On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board voted to grant an 
embalmer and/or funeral director license to the qualified applicants. Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0. 
Motion Approved 
Chart 5 

License no. Name Location Issue date 
FD-9501 Rose M. Burrello-Gype Highland Hts. 10-17-11 

 
EMB-9458A 
FD-9502 

Rebecca L. Smith Florence, KY 10-17-11 

 
The Board reviewed a list of individuals, who were issued embalmer and/or funeral 
director registration numbers during the month of September 2011. 
Chart 6 

License no. Name Location Issue date 
FD-0616 Judith EL Anthony Cincinnati 09-29-11 

 
FD-0614 Roger M. Dishong Akron 09-22-11 
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FD-0615 Daniel C. Fox Sr Struthers 09-27-11 
FD-0613 Kathy A. Goodwin-Williams Cincinnati 09-19-11 
FD-0612 Talbert L. Grooms Dayton 09-09-11 
EMB-0412 
FD-0617 

Emma J. Stowe Mechanicsburg 09-29-11 

EMB-0411 
FD-0611 

Yvette M. Townsend Norwood 09-01-11 

 
The Board reviewed a list of Apprenticeships certified during the month of Sept 2011. 
Chart 7 

License no. Name Funeral Home City Effective 
Date 

FD-0616 Anthony, Judith EL Brown FH Cincinnati 09-29-11 
FD-0614 Dishong, Roger Hopkins-Lawver Akron 09-22-11 
FD-0613 Goodwin-Williams, Kathy Brown FH Cincinnati 09-26-11 
FD-0612 Grooms, Talbert Bowman FH Dayton 09-13-11 
EMB-6687 
FD-8397 

Jacobs, Erica Dale-Riggs FH Toledo 09-26-11 

 
 

Person Before the Board 
Mr. Frank Lewis appeared before the Board to request that after serving two years as a 
Funeral Director he be allowed to take the Master Training Seminar and become a Master 
Funeral Director. Mr. Lewis stated that he had been working in the Funeral Service 
business for 17 years, but only licensed as a Funeral Director for two years.  The Board 
denied Mr. Lewis’ request stating O.A.C 4717-1-01(P) which defines a Master funeral 
director as a  “Master or master funeral director means a funeral director with at least five 
years experience in the state of Ohio who has, successfully completed a training and/or 
mentoring program for masters, approved by the board, of at least six hours within the 
past five years, and who is employed or self-employed full time at one funeral home, 
whose principal occupation is that of funeral directing and who certifies to the board as 
the supervisor of training of a funeral director’s apprentice.” 

 
Mrs. Linda Clark’s report stated that in the month of September there were 2 embalmer 
and 7 funeral director registrations.  There were 1 embalmer and 5 funeral director 
certified apprentices.  There were 63 Embalmer apprentice reports, 10 Embalmer master 
reports for apprentices and 3 Board member apprentice interviews.  There were 127 
Funeral Director Apprentice reports, 20 Funeral Director Master Reports and 5 Funeral 
Director interview reports. 

 
Mrs. Clark’s report stated that there were 1 new embalmer licenses issued and 2 funeral 
director licenses issued for the month of September, accumulative report attached. 

 
 
Fiscal 
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Ms. Wright reported on fiscal matters.  The Board Members reviewed the revenue journal 
that reflected that the Board collected $5,169.06 in September for a total of $20,771.06 in 
FY12.  The Board reviewed a list of eighteen vouchers and encumbrances for September, 
and the Budget Overview chart of allotments and expenses. 

 
Compliance 
Monthly inspector reports were submitted by inspectors Eric Anderson and Lisa Bruns 
for the month of September 2011.  Reports are attached. 

 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there are fifteen pending complaints and twenty-nine charged 
complaints. 
 
The Board received forfeitures from the following:  
 
$500 Watson’s (complaint #1106135) 
 
Mrs. Baugess reported that there are two hearings scheduled and eight to be scheduled.  
There was one adjudicative hearing held and five report and recommendations 
outstanding.  

 
Compliance 1 
The Board reviewed a list of amendments to change the manager and/or the funeral 
director actually in charge of and ultimately responsible for the funeral home for the 
month of September.  
 
Chart 7 

Lic 
Number Facility Name 

Licensee by Last 
Name Type County 

FH003178 Newcomer FH Byrd Brenda MGR Hamilton 
FH002418 Newcomer FH Creech Aaron MGR Montgomery

 
NOTE: 
On motions denoted with an asterisk (*), the names and identifying information was redacted from 
discussion and proposed notices during the course of deliberation.  Matters were referred to only by 
case number.  Identifying information was added during the writing of the minutes based upon the 
correlating case number. 
 
Compliance Motion No. 1* 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board voted to close three 
investigative complaints.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; 
Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye.  Motion Passed. 

 
Compliance Motion No. 2* 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board voted to charge Jeffrey S. 
Staver (FD 008600) and Brough-Getts-Staver Funeral Home (FH 003043) for the 
following violations: R.C. 4717.14 (A)(4) The applicant or licensee has committed 
immoral or unprofessional conduct and R.C. 4717.14 (A)(3) the applicant or licensee has 
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purposely violated any provision of sections 4717.01 to 4717.15 or a rule adopted under 
any of those sections; division (A) or (B) of section 4717.23 ; division (B)(1) or (2), 
(C)(1) or (2), (D), (E), or (F)(1) or (2), or divisions (H) to (K) of section 4717.26 ; 
division (D)(1) of section 4717.27 ; or divisions (A) to (C) of section 4717.28 of the 
Revised Code; any rule or order of the department of health or a board of health of a 
health district governing the disposition of dead human bodies; or any other rule or order 
applicable to the applicant or licensee,  specifically for violating R.C. 3705.17 
(Department of Health), which reads in part: “When the funeral director files a 
provisional death certificate to secure a burial or burial-transit permit, the funeral director 
shall file a satisfactory and complete death certificate within five days after the date of 
death.” The death occurred April 26, 2011 and the death certificate was not filed until 
August 31, 2011. 
  
The Board ordered a forfeiture of $500.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; 
Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Absent; Primm, Aye: Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye. Motion 
Passed. 

 
Compliance Motion No.   3* 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Carter, the Board voted to charge Joseph R. 
Garr (FD 005707) and Joseph R. Garr Funeral Services Inc. (FH 001796) for the 
following violations: R.C. 4717.14 (A)(4) The applicant or licensee has committed 
immoral or unprofessional conduct and O.A.C. 4717-8-01 (D) Violations of the federal 
trade commission’s funeral industry rule, codified as Chapter 16, Part 453 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, as amended, July 19, 1994, specifically for Failure to provide an 
itemized funeral goods and services statement to the family of Grover Hope Jr. 
The Board ordered a forfeiture of $500.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; 
Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Aye. Motion Passed. 

 
Compliance Motion No.  4* 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mrs. Williams-Briggs, the Board voted to 
accept the settlement agreement negotiated by Cheryl Hawkinson, Assistant Attorney 
General and Timothy Fox, relative to the reinstatement of his funeral director licenses 
and payment arrangements.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  Betzer, Aye; Carter, Aye; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Nay; Primm, Aye: 
Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, Nay. Motion Passed. 

 
Compliance Motion No. 5* 
Remained tabled 

 
Compliance Mail #1 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Raymond L. Beebe CO. regarding the deposit 
status of and account held by Mr. Robert O. Tate.  The letter states that the balance of the 
IOLTA Trust account remains at $20,000, as required by the existing settlement 
agreement. 
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Compliance Mail #2 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Theresa Clemos, a witness in the court 
proceedings in regards to Scherrie McLin and McLin Funeral home, expressing her 
dissatisfaction and concern with Scherrie McLin and McLin Funeral home. 

 
Compliance Mail #3 
The Board reviewed a letter sent from Mr. Carl J. Vensil concerning change of firm title 
for three Vensil-Orr-Chute Funeral Home locations in Newark, Frazeysburg and Dresden.  
The Board accepted the change of firm title from “Vensil-Orr-Chute Funeral Home” to 
“Vensil & Chute Funeral Home,”  Mrs. Baugess will inform Mr. Vensil that all signage 
and advertisements must reflect the new firm title. 

 
Compliance Mail #4 
The Board reviewed a letter from Mr. Joe Young a person in the military that requested 
that his CE requirements be exempt due to medical issues five months ago.  He was 
seeking to have his license reactivated. The board instructed staff to follow normal 
procedure with regards to exemptions. 

 
The Board meeting recessed at 3:37 P.M. 

 
 
Tuesday – October 18, 2011  
The Board reconvened at 9:03 A.M. in the Riffe Center in Columbus, Ohio.  President 
Robert Wasko presided.  Present were Linda M. Betzer, Robert C. Carter, Thomas 
Fleming, Ty Marsh, Pamela Williams-Briggs and staff members present were: Cheryl R. 
Hawkinson, Assistant Attorney General; Eric E. Anderson, Inspector; Lisa A. Bruns, 
Inspector; Jennifer Baugess, Administrative Assistant; and Malik M. Hubbard, Executive 
Director. 

 
Continuing Education  
The following motions involve the continuing education programs considered by the 
Board during the October 2011 meeting, and are posted on the Board’s website under 
Continuing Education.  

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Prior Approval continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. 
Motion approved.  

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Fleming, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the Blanket Approval of continuing education programs.  Ayes: 6. 
Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board approved, and where 
indicated denied, the individual continuing education programs. Ayes: 6.  Nays: 0.  
Motion approved. 

 
On a motion by Ms. Betzer, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board acknowledged, the 
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Blanket with date continuing education programs that were previously approved.  Ayes: 6 
Nays: 0. Motion approved. 

 
On a motion by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Betzer, the Board approved the 50 year 
Exemption for continuing education for Mr. Michael A. Hoeflinger. Ayes: 6. Nay: 0. 
Motion Approved. 

 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Ms. Betzer the Board entered into executive 
session pursuant to Section 121.22(G)(3) of the Revised Code to confer with the Board’s 
counsel to discuss imminent and/or pending litigation at 9:17AM.  Roll Call Vote:  
Betzer, Aye; Carter, Nay; Fleming, Aye; Marsh, Aye; Wasko, Aye; Williams-Briggs, 
Aye.   
 
 
The President declared the Board out of Executive Session at 1:03P.M. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. Marsh, the Board meeting adjourned at 
1:41 P.M. 
  

 
______________________________ 

Robert J. Wasko, President 
 
 
 
Attest: ____________________________________ 
 Linda M. Betzer, Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




























