
 
 

COVID-19 Update: 

Wastewater Testing, 

Ohio Medicaid Overhaul, IMAP 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:     MEDIA CONTACTS: 
September 29, 2020      Dan Tierney: 614-644-0957 
        Breann Almos: 614-799-6480 

 

(COLUMBUS, Ohio) — Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted today provided 

the following updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

WASTEWATER TESTING 

Governor DeWine provided an update today on the Ohio Coronavirus Wastewater Monitoring 

Network which tests wastewater for gene fragments of COVID-19.  

Those infected with COVID-19 begin to shed the virus early in their infection, and a significant, 

sustained increase in gene fragments found in wastewater can be an early warning sign of a 

pending rise in COVID-19 cases in a specific area. The value of this information is that gives 

communities an opportunity to act proactively to prevent outbreaks. 

Since the launch of the monitoring program, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) has notified 

health authorities in six communities of a sustained increase in gene fragments found in their 

wastewater: Dayton, Columbus, Akron, Oregon, Sandusky, and Mansfield.  

ODH is currently monitoring 36 sites across the state and an additional 25 sites will be added 

during the coming month. Communities found with a sustained increase in gene fragments are 

offered testing and contact tracing assistance. 

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC), in partnership with Ohio State 

University, has also begun monitoring wastewater at Ohio's prisons to prevent spread among 

staff and inmates. A sustained increase in COVID-19 gene fragments in a prison's wastewater 

will trigger a series of actions within the prison to prevent spread, including the testing of all 

staff. Staff members working in prisons free of COVID-19 will have access to on-site voluntary 

testing. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjkuMjc5MjM0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5L2Rhc2hib2FyZHMvd2FzdGV3YXRlci93YXN0ZXdhdGVyIn0.hdaKVw4pctISxSvJSVDXTghDzXe37XWVH6vGi0WZAl8/s/953904036/br/86123578502-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjkuMjc5MjM0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5L2Rhc2hib2FyZHMvd2FzdGV3YXRlci93YXN0ZXdhdGVyIn0.hdaKVw4pctISxSvJSVDXTghDzXe37XWVH6vGi0WZAl8/s/953904036/br/86123578502-l


OHIO MEDICAID OVERHAUL 

Governor DeWine announced today that the Ohio Department of Medicaid will open a new 

application for businesses interested in providing managed care plans for children and adults 

within the Medicaid program. The request for proposals is part of a new vision for Ohio’s 

Medicaid program that focuses on people - not just the business of managed care.   

"Since coming into office in January of 2019, my administration has been evaluating our 

Medicaid program to develop a vision of a better, healthier, and more productive state," said 

Governor DeWine. "With input from Ohioans covered by Medicaid, physicians, hospitals, health 

care providers, and managed care plans, this will be the first major overhaul of Medicaid in 15 

years."  

Medicaid’s new program will focus on improving care for children with complex needs, 

emphasizing personalized care experience, improving wellness and health outcomes, and 

increasing transparency and accountability across managed care.  

A second managed care application will be issued later this fall to specifically serve children who 

have complex behavioral health needs.  

Changes to Ohio’s managed care plans will not disrupt Ohioans' coverage or access to care. 

IMAP 

Lt. Governor Husted, who serves as Director of the Governor’s Office of Workforce 

Transformation, announced today that Ohioans can now access training at no cost through 12 

training providers under the Individual Microcredential Assistance Program (IMAP). 

Following the July application period, 12 training providers including community colleges, 

universities, Ohio technical centers, private providers, and non-profits received awards through 

IMAP. These providers will offer training for 71 short-term, industry-recognized, and 

technology-focused credentials to help upskill Ohioans for the increasingly tech-infused 

economy. Through IMAP, up to 1,694 Ohioans have the opportunity to earn a credential at no 

cost to them. 

Ohioans who are low income, partially unemployed, or totally unemployed can visit the IMAP 

landing page at IMAP.Development.Ohio.gov to work directly with the awarded training provider 

of their choice to enroll in the training program that works best for them. The IMAP landing 

page lists the eligible training providers and the credentials Ohioans can earn under the 

program, along with examples of jobs each credential can help an individual obtain. 

Ohio businesses interested in connecting with the Ohioans earning these credentials can contact 

the Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation at Workforce@OWT.Ohio.gov. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjkuMjc5MjM0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5JTUFQLkRldmVsb3BtZW50Lk9oaW8uZ292In0.dXGB7WjpO80p1fiaK81SzKcqjw94xJWF5400X2dHawo/s/953904036/br/86123578502-l
mailto:Workforce@OWT.Ohio.gov


FAFSA REMINDER 

The Lt Governor also reminded Ohioans that the Free Application for Federal Student Aid – also 

known as FAFSA - opens on October 1. All students, high school seniors, current students, and 

adults interested in attending or returning to college can complete the FAFSA. Each year, Ohio 

families miss out on available financial aid because they don’t complete the FAFSA. 

CURRENT COVID-19 DATA 

There are 152,907 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 4,783 confirmed and 

probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 15,413 people have been hospitalized, including 3,274 

admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data can be accessed by visiting 

coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

Video of today's full update, including versions with foreign language translation, can be viewed 

on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.  

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call  

1-833-4-ASK-ODH. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Vx1mVeUFCuWGuT0HOxrpPpZfsltKyA5Sep0tE09dUvY%2Fbr%2F76746661264-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjen.thrasher%40governor.ohio.gov%7C95711d0a75334d2cf98908d864b6b564%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637370083183220399&sdata=HA5zAt66CtpExo2U1joF47mbTlXFtwEIuuLAI%2BAl4F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..h1TJe2Rq84ivIRoTc5--0CSknD9WOQranOWFs1wqvrg%2Fbr%2F76675249291-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjen.thrasher%40governor.ohio.gov%7C95711d0a75334d2cf98908d864b6b564%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637370083183220399&sdata=GeZ6d48zEamPhUlVHPoNgDC3p24WrPAV91hq1zQA5rg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..R_ynRHXbSrOH37zaqM5Mauq6VvIT_rMyqLaEQgq9LsA%2Fbr%2F76436228066-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjen.thrasher%40governor.ohio.gov%7C95711d0a75334d2cf98908d864b6b564%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637370083183230360&sdata=oo4YFrmB6Z5Q%2FXcgFFNDG31C67tWevCZhmwn7RQSDtY%3D&reserved=0

